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RESCUE Consortium Demonstrates Technologies for Next Generation 

Broadband Wireless Communication for First Responders 

 
– Joint R&D effort of Eight Israeli Communication Companies and Academic Research Groups Yields 

Unique Solutions for Rapidly Deployable Communication Infrastructure in the Event of Disaster – 
 

 
Petach Tikva, Israel, 25 June 2013 – Gilat Satellite Networks Ltd. (NASDAQ: GILT), a 
worldwide leader in satellite networking technology, solutions and services announced today 
that the RESCUE consortium, which operates as part of the MAGNET Program in the Office 
of the Chief Scientist of Israel, demonstrated today a unique, new, integrated technology, that 
enables the rapid deployment of broadband communication infrastructure in the event of 
disaster.  
 
The demonstration was held in the presence of the Chief Scientist, the director of the 
MAGNET Program, executives from the member companies and first responder and rescue 
force representatives. 
 
The consortium demonstrated a number of scenarios that illustrated the effective and fast 
deployment of alternative, broadband communication infrastructure, which can replace 
infrastructure damaged or destroyed in case of disaster. This enables rapid connectivity 
between first responders and command forces in disaster areas. 
 
Technologies developed by the RESCUE consortium allow rescue forces to share resources 
including video, location of forces, maps and other relevant information. This is made possible 
by incorporating terrestrial wireless and satellite connectivity and Ad-Hoc and mesh networks.  
 
The solution is a result of the development and integration of diverse broadband solutions and 
routing technologies, such as bi-directional mobile and quick deploy satellite terminals, 
distributed control, Self-Organized Networks (SON), autonomous-routing, and self-forming 
capabilities.  
 
The system allows seamless connectivity between varied access technologies including Wi-
Fi, WiMax, 3G and LTE cellular networks, and P25/Tetra. It provides access to the most 
current data, improving the efficiency of first responder and rescue forces. 
 
The Consortium members reached these achievements as a result of cooperation in research 
and development, and the integration of the technologies. The technologies provide an 
excellent basis for commercial solutions to meet the increasing global demand for rescue 
force and rapid disaster recovery communications. 
 
There is interest around the world for solutions of this kind including in the US, Europe and 
Japan. In the US, a designated association, FirstNet, was recently formed and funded by 
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Congress to build a communication network for rescue forces. Unique frequency bands have 
been devoted for FirstNet using LTE technology and complimentary connectivity solutions 
such as satellite communication. The network requirements are similar to the ones 
demonstrated by the RESCUE consortium.  
 
“The technologies developed by the RESCUE consortium will enable the creation of 
communication networks that can be rapidly deployed in the event of disaster,” said Ilan 
Peled, Director of the MAGNET Program, in the Office of the Chief Scientist of the Ministry of 
Economy of Israel.  
 
“The consortium achieved MAGNET’s objective to create added value from the cooperation 
between the companies. This enabled the technological achievements such as the 
significantly improved first response and rescue capabilities achieved by RESCUE. We are 
excited by the innovation of the integrated solution, reflecting the strength of the technological 
infrastructure in Israeli industry.” 
 
“The communication infrastructure required for the success of first responder and rescue 
forces are often damaged or destroyed after earthquakes, floods, fires, hurricanes, tsunamis 
or terrorist attacks,” said Avi Gal, Director of Projects and Alliances at Gilat and Chairman of 
the RESCUE Consortium.  “The capabilities developed enable the communication between 
the rescue forces and the commend centers, for more effective management and success of 
the rescue and lifesaving missions.” 
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About RESCUE Consortium: 

The RESCUE consortium is comprised of eight of the leading Israeli communication companies and 
ten research groups from six academic institutions. The consortium was established in 2008 as part of 
the MAGNET Program, in the Office of the Chief Scientist of the Ministry of Economy.  
 
Consortium members include the companies Alvarion, ASOCS, Elbit Systems, Gilat Satellite Networks, 
Orbit, RAS (RaySat Antenna Systems), Runcom, and Wavion (currently part of Alvarion), as well as 
researches from the academic institutions: Ariel University, Bar-Ilan University, Ben-Gurion University, 
Tel Aviv University, Tel-Aviv Yaffo Academic College and The Technion.   
 
For more information, please visit the Consortium website at www.rescue.org.il.    
 
 
About Gilat 

Gilat Satellite Networks Ltd (NASDAQ, TASE: GILT) is a leading provider of products and services for 
satellite-based broadband communications. Gilat develops and markets a wide range of high-
performance satellite ground segment equipment and VSATs, with an increasing focus on the 
consumer and Ka-band market. In addition, Gilat enables mobile SOTM (Satellite-on-the-Move) 
solutions providing low-profile antennas, next generation solid-state power amplifiers and modems. 
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Gilat also provides managed network and satellite-based services for rural telephony and Internet 
access via its subsidiaries in the United States, Peru and Colombia. 
    
With over 25 years of experience, and over a million products shipped to more than 85 countries, Gilat 
has provided enterprises, service providers and operators with efficient and reliable satellite-based 
connectivity solutions, including cellular backhaul, banking, retail, e-government and rural 
communication networks. Gilat also enables leading defense, public security and news organizations to 
implement advanced, on-the-move tactical communications on board their land, air and sea fleets 
using Gilat's high-performance SOTM solutions. For more information, please visit us at www.gilat.com 
. 
 
Certain statements made herein that are not historical are forward-looking within the meaning of the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. The words "estimate", "project", "intend", "expect", 
"believe" and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements. These forward-
looking statements involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Many factors could cause the 
actual results, performance or achievements of Gilat to be materially different from any future results, 
performance or achievements that may be expressed or implied by such forward-looking statements, 
including, among others, changes in general economic and business conditions, inability to maintain 
market acceptance to Gilat's products, inability to timely develop and introduce new technologies, 
products and applications, rapid changes in the market for Gilat's products, loss of market share and 
pressure on prices resulting from competition, introduction of competing products by other companies, 
inability to manage growth and expansion, loss of key OEM partners, inability to attract and retain 
qualified personnel, inability to protect the Company's proprietary technology and risks associated with 
Gilat's international operations and its location in Israel. For additional information regarding these and 
other risks and uncertainties associated with Gilat's business, reference is made to Gilat's reports filed 
from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission.  
 
Contact:  

David Leichner    
Gilat Satellite Networks   
+1 516 478 9697 
davidle@gilat.com 
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