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SATCOMS: INTERVIEW

A
frica is a mosaic of  diverse cultures, 

languages, and landscapes. However, it 

is also a continent marked by disparities 

in infrastructure, connectivity, and access to 

essential services. Addressing these disparities 

has become crucial for the continent’s growth 

and development. Satellite communications is a 

powerful tool to bridge these gaps and unlock a 

world of  opportunities for Africa.

Gilat Satellite Networks is a vital partner in 

Africa, driving forward multiple social inclusion 

projects across the continent, and ensuring 

connectivity in the most remote areas. These 

initiatives span various domains, each contributing 

significantly to Africa’s development.

Education is the cornerstone of  development. 

Yet the challenges of  providing education in 

remote regions of  Africa are immense. These areas 

often lack reliable internet connectivity, leaving 

students and teachers isolated from the wealth 

of  information available online. Additionally, 

the absence of  modern IT infrastructure 

compounds the problem, limiting the potential 

for interactive and engaging learning experiences. 

As such, one of  the most pressing applications 

of  satellite communications in Africa is in the 

field of  education. 

Satellite connectivity connects these 

underserved areas to the internet and much more. 

By enabling e-learning platforms in rural areas, 

Ministries of  Education (MoEs) are breaking 

down barriers to education by ensuring that all 

teachers, regardless of  where they are located, 

have access to the same materials, knowledge, 

and training. Teachers in local villages can provide 

the same level of  education as their counterparts 

in main towns and cities. 

E-learning in Africa has also unleashed the 

power of  self-learning. Instead of  students just 

internet surfing on their own, they now have 

access to specially curated digital resources like 

videos, tutorials, and interactive quizzes to explore 

subjects and interests autonomously.

Gilat Satellite Networks is playing a pivotal role 

in transforming education in remote areas where 

traditional infrastructure falls short. Solutions 

include the implementation of  a Learning 

Management System (LMS) and the development 

of  essential IT infrastructure. The LMS, hosted 

on the cloud, effectively manages students’ 

academic achievements and requirements. It 

is complemented by a suite of  applications 

designed for both students and teachers. These 

applications facilitate seamless communication, 

assignment submissions, and access to a wealth 

of  educational content. Cloud-based storage 

contains lesson plans aligned with the MoE’s 

curriculum, ensuring that the educational material 

is both relevant and effective. This digital interface 

empowers both students and educators by 

providing a centralized hub for learning resources, 

communication, and progress tracking.

This holistic approach, including laptops, 

desktops, tablets, WiFi, power boards, printers, 

servers, etc. ensures that not only do students 

gain access to information, but they also have 

the tools and resources to make the most of  

it. Moreover, Gilat also helps local authorities 

receive the funding they need to deploy these 

critical projects via multi-year financing through 

loans from banks and other financing resources. 

By combining connectivity, infrastructure, and 

financial strategies, Gilat is actively participating 

in Africa’s journey towards a more inclusive 

and educated society.

Access to quality healthcare is a fundamental 

human right, yet it remains a challenge for many 

Doreet Oren,
senior director, solutions marketing 
& product marketing, Gilat
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in remote areas of  Africa. Limited access to 

medical facilities and specialists often results 

in inadequate healthcare, leaving communities 

vulnerable to preventable diseases and health 

crises. In remote areas with limited access 

to medical facilities, telemedicine enables 

remote consultations, allowing patients in rural 

areas to connect with healthcare professionals 

located in urban centers. 

In regions where connectivity is limited, 

establishing a government-owned satellite 

communication solution at rural schools, which 

often serve as polling sites, offers substantial 

advantages. During elections, this infrastructure 

can be repurposed for secure and reliable data 

transmission, supporting automated election 

systems. This not only ensures the integrity of  the 

electoral process but also reduces the need for 

costly dedicated election networks.

Furthermore, the same satellite network that 

facilitates education can be harnessed for broader 

e-government initiatives. Digital platforms enable 

citizens to access government services, pay taxes, 

and participate in administrative processes online, 

reducing the bureaucracy and corruption often 

associated with traditional paper-based systems. 

The security landscape in Africa demands 

modernization and efficiency in homeland security 

and defence solutions. Satellite connectivity is 

a powerful tool that can significantly enhance 

both national and local security. Establishing a 

robust communication network that links village 

police stations with the country’s ministry of  

interior or other security agencies opens the 

door to a comprehensive approach to addressing 

crime. This empowers law enforcement agencies 

to respond swiftly and effectively to local 

incidents, ultimately leading to an improved 

security landscape. Real-time access to critical 

information, seamless coordination of  resources, 

and efficient communication facilitate more 

thorough prosecution. Satellite connectivity 

creates safer and more secure environments, 

instilling confidence in the capacity of  local law 

enforcement and national defense to safeguard 

their communities and their country. n

Looking ahead: Satellite communications are 
transforming the African continent by advancing 
social inclusion, improving education and 
healthcare, streamlining governance, and 
bolstering security. Gilat’s integrated approach 
to these initiatives holds the promise of long-
term sustainability and growth for Africa. And 
we have a long history of successful projects in 
the region; most recently, we were selected by 
Ethio Telecom of Ethiopia to enable enhanced 
satellite-based 4G cellular backhaul capabilities 

and enterprise communications for remote 
regions of the country. This project, as well 
as many others on the African continent, 
exemplifies Gilat’s dedication to extending the 
benefits of satellite communications to the 
farthest reaches of Africa, bringing connectivity, 
economic opportunities, and progress to 
underserved communities. 

The impact of satellite communications 
extends beyond immediate connectivity; it 
touches the lives of millions in profound ways. 

“Satellite communications 

are transforming the African 

continent by advancing 

social inclusion, improving 

education and healthcare, 

streamlining governance, and 

bolstering security.”

Read the full article here:

https://www.africanwirelesscomms.com/Media/Default/archive/AWCY/AWCY23.pdf
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